Meetings  by unknown
International Society of Nephrology
Any member of a national society of nephrology
is eligible for proposal to membership in the Inter-
national Society of Nephrology and receipt of the
Society's official Journal, Kidney International. A
subscription to Kidney International (including all
Supplements) for calendar year 1981 is included in
the annual 1981 dues of US $58.00. Potential new
members can secure application forms for member-
ship by writing directly to Dr. Neal S. Bricker,
Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology, do
UCLA School of Medicine, 1000 Veteran Avenue,
Room 3 1-75, Los Angeles, California 90024, USA.
The completed application form must be signed by
two sponsors who are current Fellow members of
the ISN and then returned to Dr. Bricker along with
a check or money order for the first year's (1981)
annual dues of $58.00 (checks should be made pay-
able to the International Society of Nephrology:
checks from outside the USA can be paid through
any United States bank).
Supplements to Kidney International
The Management Committee of the International
Society of Nephrology wishes to announce that lim-
ited funds are available for the partial financial sup-
port of workshops or meetings whose proceedings
are to be published as Supplements to Kidney Inter-
national. Interested parties should apply to the Edi-
tor (with copies to the President, Secretary Gener-
al, and Treasurer). The application letter should in-
clude the date and place of the proposed meeting, a
list of other sponsors, a final program (including
speakers), an estimate of the number and length of
manuscripts, and an expression of willingness to
participate in the editorial process, including the
submission of manuscripts to a modified form of
peer review.
Meetings
The annual meeting of the American Society of
Pediatric Nephrology will be held at the Hilton Ho-
tel in San Francisco, California, on April 28, 1981.
The symposium will be entitled "State of the Neph-
ron: The Pediatric Nephrologist's View." For fur-
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ther information, please contact Dr. R. Chesney,
Secretary-Treasurer, American Society of Pediatric
Nephrology, University of Wisconsin Clinical Sci-
ences Center, 600 Highland Avenue, Madison, Wis-
consin 53792, USA.
An advanced course on Monoclonal Antibodies
and Ultrasensitive Immunoassay in Human Diag-
nosis and Monitoring of Therapy and the 3rd Inter-
national Symposium of Calciotropic Hormones.'
Methods and Clinical Applications will be held in
Gardone Riviera (Garda Lake, Italy) on May 6-9,
1981. For further information please contact direct-
ly the Organizing Secretariat: Fondazione Giovanni
Lorenzini, Via Monte Napoleone 23, 20121 Milan,
Italy; Phone: (02)702-267 or 783-868.
The VIIth International Congress of Nephrology
will be held in Athens, Greece, June 7—12, 1981. For
further information contact the Secretariat, Aghia
Sophia Hospital, Thessaloniki, Greece, Tel. No.
(031)845-907, Telex No. 418260.
The Second International Symposium of Perito-
neal Dialysis will be held in West Berlin on June 16—
19, 1981, as a satellite conference to the triennial
congress of the International Society of Nephrology
in Athens. For further information write Dr. G. M.
Gahl, Freie Universitat Berlin, Klinikum Charlot-
tenburg, Spandauerdamm 130, 1000 Berlin 19 (-.w),
Federal Republic of Germany.
The Tel Aviv Satellite Symposium on Acute Re-
nal Failure will be held June 16—18, 1981, in Tel
Aviv, Israel. For further information contact the
Secretariat, P.O.B. 29784, Tel Aviv, Israel: Telex:
341171 KENS IL. Phone: (03) 654571 and (03)
651191.
The third meeting of the International Society for
Artificial Organs will be held July 9—10, 1981, at the
Palais des Congrès, in Paris, France. For further in-
formation contact Dr. H. Klinkmann, Department
of Internal Medicine and Central Laboratory, W-
Pieck-University of Rostock, German Democratic
Republic.
The XVIIIth Congress of the European Dialysis
and Transplant Association and the Xth Annual
Conference of the European Dialysis and Trans-
plant Nurses Association will be held in Paris at the
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Palais des Congres, on July 5-8, 1981. For further
information, contact Dr. Jean-Louis Funck-Bren-
tano, President, PMV XVIIIth EDTA-Xth ED-
TNA, BP 246, 92205 Nueilly-sur-Seine, France.
Summary ofDiscussion at the 1st International
Symposium on the Glomerular Basement Membrane,
Vienna, Austria, 1980
Definition of Glomerular Basement Membrane.
The glomerular basement membrane (GBM) is de-
fined in morphologic terms as that extracellular ma-
trix between the podocyte cell membrane and the
endothelial cell membrane, but its biochemical defi-
nition has presented significant problems. There
was general agreement that for working purposes,
the GBM can be defined as the lamina densa plus
any portion of the lamina rara and the mesangial
matrix that may be carried along during the isola-
tion procedure (either by sonication or detergent
extraction). The defined chemical constituents of
the GBM include collagenous components, glyco-
proteins, and a small quantity of glycosaminogly-
cans. This definition excludes the presence in the
preparation of ultrastructurally demonstrable inter-
stitial collagen as a basement membrane com-
ponent. Preparations obtained either by sonication
or detergent extractions are similar qualitatively, a!-
though there may be differences in the proportion of
certain components. To be sure of obtaining the
most complete and intact basement membranes,
one should avoid preparative excesses in both soni-
cation and detergent extraction procedures. Too
long or intense sonication or prolonged extraction
in detergents may remove integral components of
the GBM.
Clinical implications of glomerular basement
membrane research. Alterations in the GBM con-
stitute the hallmark of a variety of human diseases.
Their etiology ranges from genetic to immunologic
to those of unknown cause. To unravel the causes
and consequences of these diseases on the GBM,
we must make every attempt to correlate ultrastruc-
tural and biochemical studies. In the attempt to ob-
tain morphologic and chemical correlations of hu-
man GBM changes in disease states, the diseased
glomeruli may have scar tissue, which may contain
interstitial collagens, trapped immune deposits, and
abnormal products of the disease state that may be
trapped within the GBM. Any or all of these sub-
stances may not be removable by sonication or de-
tergent extraction, making impossible the isolation
of GBM preparations that meet the strict criteria
just proposed. Therefore, comparison of analyses
of preparations of such ultrastructurally heteroge-
nous material with those of GBM purified from nor-
mal tissue may be, at the present time, of little ex-
perimental value.
At the present time, several systems offer alterna-
tive approaches that appear to be of potential value
in examining the structure, metabolism, and com-
position of GBM in the normal and disease state.
These systems include: animal models of disease,
isolated perfused kidney, organ culture, and cell
culture of glomerular cells. These systems can be
used to study both structure and biosynthesis of
basement membrane components. One major goal
will be the characterization of the normal poly-
peptide pattern of the GBM and the comparison of
this normal pattern with that seen in disease states.
The aim of this should be to characterize the num-
ber and type of constituents as well as to determine
their relative ratios in the basement membrane of
the normal and disease states. All these techniques
are not mutually exclusive, but are complementary
to each other and vary in their strength or utility
depending on what aspect of the problem is being
studied. No one technique or model can be ex-
pected to answer all questions. Experimentation
with renal models, although more difficult for cer-
tain aspects of structural and biosynthetic studies
than other experimental basement membrane sys-
tems, should still be recognized as the most relevant
system for studying the renal basement membrane
changes in disease.
European Dialysis and Transplant Association
The Proceedings of the XVI Congress of the Eu-
ropean Dialysis and Transplant Association (ED-
TA) is available from Pitman Medical, 42 Camden
Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN! 2QD, England
(Price £20). In the United States, it can be ordered
from Dr. G. E. Schreiner, Editor, Transactions of
the ASAIO, Georgetown University Medical Cen-
ter, Washington, D.C. 20007, USA. Volume XVI
includes the latest survey of the results of dialysis
and transplantation in Europe. Copies of Volume
XV (1978) are still available from the above ad-
dress.
New books received
Renal and Electrolyte Disorders (2nd ed.), edited
by SCHRIER RW, Boston, Little, Brown and
Company, 1980, pp. 624, illustrated. Price US
$22.95. A concise and clear source of information
for medical students, house staff, trainees in ne-
phrology, and practicing physicians.
